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At the world level, the outstanding religious fact of the last century or
so has not been the supposed advance of Islam at the expense of
Christianity, but rather the expansion of both Islam and Christianity at
the expense of local and folk religions, especially in Africa and Asia.
This phenomenon represents a growing globalization and
corporatization of religion at the expense of small-scale and local
faith communities, similar to the transformation of economic
enterprises over a similar period. In this talk I will present some
aggregate statistics to justify this claim, and then go on to propose an
analytical framework for thinking about what religious organizations
do, and how they compete with each other, both within and between
religions. The idea is that religious organisations can be understood as platforms, which
offer a bundle of different services, both spiritual and secular, and attract members partly
because they serve as a point of contact through which members are put in contact with
one another. Commitment to spiritual activities serves both as a mechanism to enhance
individuals' propensity for pro-social behavior, and as a signal to others of their
trustworthiness. I present evidence from several countries, including detailed studies in
Haiti and Ghana.
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